Fall 2009

Parent Education Network ® 2107 Industrial Highway * York, PA 17402

PENews

"Respecting the Right of Parents to Make Educational Decisions for Their Children™

Distributed 82,299
pieces of information
to parents, profes-
sionals, and schools.

Presented or co-
presented 76 work-
shops on various top-
ics.

Provided technical
assistance and/or
consultation to 9,051
individuals.

Occurred during the
period of March,
2008, through
March, 2009.

Need a Workshop for

your staff or parent

group?

Check out our on-line

workshop brochure.

www.parentednet.org

Click on
PEN & Partner Info
and Events

PEN celebrates 25 years of service: 1984-2009

Parent Education Network is celebrating 25 years as a Parent Training and
Information Center (PTI), serving 24 counties in eastern Pennsylvania.

Since 1984, PEN has strived to promote
the special role that parents play as
equal partners with educators and pro-
viders in developing educational and life
plans for their children.

During the past 25 years, parents and

have also trusted and shared with us
your frustrations, fears and disappoint-
ments, as well as joys, successes and
sometimes, unexpected triumphs re-
garding your children’s education and
future.

Together we have shared much, seen
much and experienced many changes.
Pennsylvania parents and families can
be proud of their accomplishments on
behalf of their children. Still, there is
much to do. We need to continue our
work together for the common good of
all children.

It has been an honor and a privilege for
PEN to have shared these challenges and accomplishments with you. We
thank all parents and professionals who have allowed us to assist them in their
efforts to positively impact the lives of so many children. We especially thank
our founder and late Director, Louise Thieme, whose personal vision and integ-
rity continues to guide our agency.

Parents, continue to dream and stay involved in your child’s life. Parental in-
volvement does make a difference, and our children are counting on us to
support them.

Remember, all families and all children are special!
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School curriculum is made available
to students through textbooks and
other print materials. Students with
disabilities often have difficulty with
these materials in their usual format.
These students need accessible in-
structional materials (AIM) in order
to take full advantage of the general
education curriculum.

The Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Improvement Act of 2004
(IDEA 2004) states that instructional
materials be provided (in a timely
manner) to students in specialized
formats.

IDEA 2004 made obtaining these ma-
terials easier by establishing a stan-
dard file format that textbook publish-
ers use, when textbooks are ordered
in a specialized format. The Na-
tional Instructional Materials
Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) file
is intended for use in preparing elec-
tronic files for conversion into special-
ized formats like Braille or CDs.

Accessible Instructional Materials
(AIM) are versions of standard edu-
cation books and materials produced

Revised Procedures for Enroliment

The Basic Education Circular regard-
ing “Enroliment of Students” was re-
vised on January 22, 2009. The
BEC, 24 P.S. §13-1301- §13-1306,
provides guidance regarding public
school enroliment procedures for
resident and non-resident children.

The BEC states: Every child of
school age who is a resident of a
Pennsylvania school district is enti-
tled to a public school education.
This entitlement applies equally to
resident students residing with their
parent (s); to non-resident students
living with a district resident who is
supporting the child gratis and seek-
ing enrollment under 24 P.S. §13-
1302; to nonresident students living
in a facility or institution; and to

Accessible Instructional Materials

in specialized formats that can be
used by and with print-disabled
learners. The specialized formats
include Braille, audio, large print,
and electronic text.

1. Digital Text or E-text (electronic
text) include files produced by
word-processing programs, rich-
text files (RTF) ASCII, and Digital
Talking Books.

2. Braille is a series of raised dots
that can be read tactually (by
touch) by people who are blind or
have other vision problems.

3. Large Print format provides con-
tents as standard print, in larger
font type or page sizes.

4. Audio formats include tapes,
CDs, MP3files, text to speech
programs and other auditory al-
ternatives to print materials.

Parents can find additional informa-
tion and resources about accessible
instructional materials at the PA.
Training and Technical Assistance
website: www.pattan.net/
supporting students/accessible_
instructional_materials.aspx

nonresident students living in a fos-
ter home.

The school district or charter school
must enroll nonresident children and
permit them to attend school, pro-
vided the BEC enrollment documen-
tation requirements have been met.

A child should be permitted to at-
tend school on the next school day
after the day on which the child is
presented for enrollment, and in all
cases within five (5) business days
of the school district’s receipt of the
required documentation. 22 Pa.
Code § 11.11(b).

The revised enrollment procedures
also address the re-enroliment of
students returning from delinquency

Including Samuel

The documentary, Including
Samuel, by photojournalist Dan
Habib chronicles the Habib
fami |l yds effor
son Samuel in every facet of
their lives. The film also explores

inclusive education.

Public Television
Broadcast:
November 1, 2009

WITF Harrisburg— 1:00 p.m.
www.includingsamuel.com/
television/

of Students

placements; school —age children
of military personnel; address
confidentiality Program (ACP);
school age; and children and
families with limited English profi-
ciency.

Parents interested in additional
information about enrollment pro-
cedures can contact the PEN
office at: 800.522.5827 or email
us at :

pen@parentednet.org

or go to the PA Department of
Education website:
www.pde.state.pa.us/k12
Look for Basic Education
Circulars (BEC)
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Enhancing Parent Involvement

The Individuals with Disabilities Act of 2004 requires all states to
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develop a State Performance Plan (SPP). This plan mandates
that local education agencies (LEASs) report data regarding family
involvement of parents of children receiving special education ser-
vices. The data is reviewed to determine if schools actively en-
couraged parent involvement as a means of improving services
and outcomes for children with disabilities. This report addresses
Indicator #8 of the SPP.

Parent involvement in schools has been proven to improve stu-

dent success. In a collaborative effort, Pennsylvania’s federally

funded Parent Centers: HUNE, Mentor Parent Project, PEAL and

PEN, with ConsultLine and the Pennsylvania Training and Techni-

cal Assistance Network’s (PaTTAN) Parent Consultants devel-
oped a publication entitted, i Enhancing Parent | n
Practical Guide for Pennsyl vani a/(
ents and Families of Children with Disabilities.”

Copies of the booklet have been forwarded to LEAs for use as a
tool to guide the development of parent involvement activities. Indi-
viduals can obtain a copy of the publication on line at the PaTTAN

October
nvolvemen

U Families Want Their Children To Succeed
U Schools Need Family Involvement

U Parent Involvement = School Success

Check out this family resource:

PA Parent Information & Resource
Center (PIRC)

www.center-school.org/pa-pirc

717.763.1661

website, www.pattan.k12.pa.us. Parents and families can also call
Parent Education Network at 800.522.5827 for a copy of the guide.

Obligations of School Districts to Address Truancy of Special Education Students
By Heather M. Hulse, J.D., M.A. M.S.

School districts are frequently faced with the dilemma of
programming for a special education student that is refus-
ing to come to school; whereby, the student is violating
compulsory attendance requirements. Filing truancy
charges against a student and his/her family can lead to
significant punitive consequences to the family, often result-
ing in no effect on the actual truant behavior.

Before a school district files truancy charges against the
student and his/her family, it is necessary for alternative
approaches to be utilized first. This is particularly important
for students that have been identified with special needs.

As the PA Department of Education points out in the Basic
Education Circular titled Compulsory Attendance and Tru-
ancy Elimination Plan (24 P.S. 1327), students are truant
for a variety of reasons. The PA Department of Education
strongly encourages school districts to gain an understand-
ing of the reasoning behind a student’s truancy and attempt
to address the issues behind the truant behaviors.

School districts are further advised by the PA Department
of Education to make every effort to eliminate the truant
behavior and reduce referrals to the courts in order to inter-
vene and eliminate truant behavior. The development of a
Truancy Elimination Plan is recommended by the PDE.

Such a plan should include a review of: 1) the appropri-
ateness of the student’s educational placement; 2) the
student’s current academic difficulties; 3) the student’s
physical or behavioral health issues; and 4) family or envi-
ronment concerns. It is important to recognize that these
recommendations from the Pennsylvania Department of
Education are for regular education students as well.

For students identified with special education needs (or
having potential special education needs), further require-
ments are provided by the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA). School districts are required to
comprehensively assess a student with special education
needs in all areas related to the child’s disability or sus-
pected disability, including the student’s functional per-
formance and social/emotional functioning.

Thus, if a student with special education needs (or sus-
pected special education needs) is truant, the school dis-
trict must conduct social/emotional assessments and a
Functional Behavioral Assessment in order to determine
the reason behind the truant behavior. Results of these
assessments should be utilized to develop an appropriate
Positive Behavior Support Plan to address the truant
behavior.

Par
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Make Learning A Family Priority

Families play an important role in
their children’s education, and can
become their best teachers. If
you are unsure about what is ap-
propriate and helpful, you can be-
gin by making LEARNING A
PRIORITY in your home.

U Become Your
ing Partner. Read, travel
(shopping and grocery trips
count), and engage your child
in conversations. Talking
builds vocabulary, comprehen-
sion and communication skills.
Parents can make learning
everyday fun. No special ac-
tivities or skills are required for
relationships and knowledge
to grow and prosper.

U Make Your Home
Fr i en dMithya.little effort,
you can make ordinary house-
hold items learning tools. La-
bel things like the sink, win-
dow or table.

Collect the labels and let your
child put them back on the cor-
rect objects. You don’t have to
have a library of children’s
books; read cereal boxes, news-
papers (comics), and maga-
zines. Are you clipping cou-
pons? Ask your child if she rec-

Chi | dgniges theproduet? Find prod-

ucts with the same beginning
letter or sound.

Make Learning A Family
Event. Whether the learning
experiences are structured or
casual, almost all family mem-
bers can be an expert in some-
thing. Older siblings can play
alphabet games or read with
younger family members. Learn
new words and concepts to-

9etherrby reading a book out

loud. Family members can be-
come specific book characters.
Spice up “movie night” with a
little family acting. Guess the
beginning letter of your child’s
favorite movie character.

U Encourage Your Child to Talk

and Ask Questions. Let your
child hear new words in natural
conversation. Take time to ex-
plain new words. For example,
you read a book which says the
boy “stumbled” across the
room. Ask your child, “How do
you think the boy walked across
the room?” See an “enormous”
watermelon? Tell your child all
about it. Ask her to use the
word in another sentence.

Learn Together As a Family.
Visit the library together or use
“teachable” moments. Are you
visiting a fast food restaurant?
Ask how many menu items be-
gin with the letter “S”. Read
street signs, store signs or sing
songs as you drive to appoint-
ments. Think of these activities
as EVERYDAY literacy training.

Parent Education Network is funded through the U.S. Department of Education grant #89029M. Publication of material in PENews
does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education or PEN and is not intended as legal advice.




